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Language with Perspectives
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Author : Ida Louise Opel !

Hello everyonelMy name is Ida and | am 20 years old. On 2nd of September | arrived
in Kaohsiung to start my one-year “Volunteer” work in Taiwan. | feel like Volunteer work
doesn’t describe very well what | am doing here. | am trying to help, but there is for sure
much more that | get by being here than that | can give. The time here in Taiwan is like
Christmas to me. Each day something new to learn or even actual small presents. | feel very
welcomed. Especially at my work places. | am here to learn about the culture, language and
nature.

Also, | am for sure very interested in the social work here. In total, one month | am
going to be working here at DACC. Assisting in classes, watching classes, doing research on
sign language, doing research on diseases, doing office work and leaming a bit TSL.

Sign language has never been a huge topic in my life in Germany before. | would
sometimes see interpreter at music concerts or watch movies where people communicate in
sign language (“Drive My Car”-Ryusuke Hamaguchi and “La Famille Belier”- Eric Lartigau).
And that’s it already. | only knew how to clap in sign language. You would rise both your
hands, so that the inner side would show to the stage and then move your fingers.

Now that | am in contact with sign language | am wondering how only so few people
know how to speak this language. | think knowing sign language is a huge horizon widener.
Not only for deaf or people in some relationship to deaf. For me as a speaking and hearing
person | also profit from learning sign language. | can communicate with deaf people,| can
communicate af loud and noisy places.| have to look at the other person while they talk to
me. | feel like that is automatically @ way more respectful way of communicating

It might be easier to travel other countries as you have a sense for sign language even
though it often varies a lot.

Also, | believe your brain stays fitter in an older age when you also communicate by
using sign language.It might help for a good creativity and imagination.And there is probably
lots more reasons for learning sign language!

Hence, how come that only so few people are able to communicate in this language?

When | go back to Germany | think | want to try to find a group of people to learn sign
language with. The University | will attend to doesn’t have any SL courses or classes yet, but
this can be changed. | am sure! | want to change it.

Thank you for showing me this language.

@
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